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Good Neighbors 


Much has been accomplished in recent 
months toward the setting up of a 
“oood neighbor’ policy between the 
States of Oregon and Washington rela- 
tive to their common fishery interests, 
the chief example of which is, of course, 
their joint jurisdiction of the Columbia 
River. It was not many years ago that 
such a mutual understanding was en- 
tirely lacking. There was more or less 
persistent sniping between the two state 
fisheries departments and an entire lack 
of any mutual program or correlation 
of efforts. 

Since that time the situation has been 
completely changed and there now exists 
an excellent spirit of co-operation ayd 
understanding. Washington, far better 
financed, has been able to advance along 
some lines ahead of Oregon but Oregon 
is now endeavoring to convince its 
legislature of the value of the com- 
mercial fishing industry and the need 
for proper scientific research and de- 
velopment to insure it permanency. 

The “good neighbor” spirit has heen 
evidenced im Astoria recently. Some 
weeks ago Milo Moore, newly appointed 
Director of Fisheries for Washington, 
visited Astoria and conferred at length 
with union and industrial leaders. On 
May 8, Mr. Moore, accompanied again 
by his staff, and this time by members of 
the Washington Legislative Fisheries 
Interim committee, made another visit 
to Astoria and made a thorough inspec- 
tion of local production facilities, our 
kood Research laboratory, and the Klas- 
kanine kish hatchery. 

Kehabilitation of the Columbia’s de- 
pleted hshery can only be accomplished 
by complete co-operation and united 
eflort on the part of the state depart- 
ments, the fishermen, and the processors. 
Lack of such a spirit of unity has been 
the chief factor holding back such 
ettorts in the past. Now this obstacle has 
apparently been eliminated and we can 
look torward to some constructive efforts 
in the next tew years. 
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Coast Fishing Bill 


The sympathy and co-operation of 
this community should be extended to 
the coastal fishermen of the state who 
are endeavoring to have the bill, severely 
restricting their activities on streams 
south of the Columbia River, referred 
to a vote by the people. The measure 
was passed at the last legislative session 
on the entirely erroneous impression 
that it was a compromise measure en- 
dorsed by both the commercial fisher- 
men and sportsmen. The measure as 
finally adopted is unfair, impractical, 
unwise, and will not accomplish any 
sound program of conservation. 

We are not out of sympathy with any 
program for an entire readjustment of 
the coast fishery program, if made on a 
sound and scientific basis and designed 
to promote the best economic use of 
the resource, taking into consideration 
both the commercial and recreational 
uses. Such a measure should be drawn 
to regulate both the commercial and 
sports fisheries on these streams toward 
that end. 

Our complaint against the present 
measure is: 

(1) It severely regulates the com- 
mercial fishery and does not regulate 
the sports fishery at all. 

(2) It will deny the people of this 
state some 2,000,000 pounds of fine 
food fish annually, at a time when every 
source of food supply should be utilized. 

(3) It was hastily and unscientifically 
designed. It was proposed without due 
consideration and the real thought be- 
hind the measure was the sportsmen’s 
cry for “more fish for us” rather than 
any real program of conservation. 

The measure does instruct the fish 
and game commissions to make a study 
along the lines we suggested above and 
to make recommendations to the next 
legislative session on such a basis. This 
provision was inserted only after a hard 
fight and without any guarantee that the 
sports interests would accept such rec- 
ommendations if made. Past history 
indicates their extreme unwillingness 
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to submit to regulation as well as their 
eagerness to conserve, as far as fish 
life is concerned, at some one else’s 
expense. 

We cannot blame the fishermen who 
have built their homes and based their 
livelihoods in those areas, on_ this 
fishery, from endeavoring to seek relief 
through popular vote. They are a small 
group of hard working Oregon citizens. 
They will have to fight indifference, mis- 
representation, selfishness, and powerful 
and well financed interests. It will be a 
hard fight against definite handicaps. 
We wish them luck. 
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Incentive Pay is 
basis. Meetings 
are scheduled 


Faced by the necessity of obtaining 
increased production from established 
facilities CRPA has joined with other 
packers and processors in the Astoria 
area in an effort to introduce a new 
wage plan to be applied generally to the 
industry. Negotiations incident to the 
renewal of the labor contract have been 
initiated with the Columbia River Fish- 
ermen’s Protective Union to this end. 

Union members have been requested 
to consider a wage program involving 
incentive pay based on additional re- 
muneration for the worker who pro- 
duces in excess of an established base. 
Following several discussions of the 
problem with the union negotiating 
committee, production superintendents 
and foremen,of the various companies 
are engaged in working out a detailed 
application of the program. If this pro- 
gram is viewed with favor by the union 
committee it will be submitted at a mass 
meeting of union members to be held 
in the near future. At this meeting 
management will explain in detail the 
workings of the new wage program, 
following which the union employees 
will make their decision at another 
meeting. If final approval by the union 
can be obtained the matter will go before 
the War Food Administration and War 
Labor Board on a joint application by 
labor and management. 

It is management’s hope that by the 
adoption of some incentive program that 
production can be increased to a point 
where the processing of the constantly 
increasing raw fish production can be 
kept in this area. Unless a substantial 
gain in man hour production can be 
brought about it has become evident 
that a large portion of this work must 
be taken to other communities. The 
industry has been scraping the bottom 
of the labor barrel here for several years 
and several factors indicate that the 
labor shortage is a problem that will 
take at least several years to cure. 

The program if adopted will offer the 
opportunity for increased take home 
wages to all production labor. It will 
place the industry in Astoria on a com- 
petitive basis with that in other areas, a 
necessity if this community is going to 
survive as one of the major fishery 
processing points in the nation. 





' TUNA FILLING — HAND AND MACHINE 





Above: White garbed and white gloved women place the sliced loins of white meat 

albacore in cans. Cans are weighed on scale to the left Below: The weighing unit of the 

Pack-C-Lecter. Each portion of white tuna meat is distributed automatically to its correct 

weight channel. Pieces of the correct weight to fill a can are placed on trays which travel 

to the compactor. Placed in the compactor these pieces are pressed together to fit the 
shape of the can and then automatically placed in the can. 
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Industry asking 
for reduction of 
river closures 


Efforts are being made by the packers 
and fishermen to have the government 
relax the present ban on fishing in a 
large area in the lower Columbia River. 
This area comprises some of the best 
fishing grounds in the Columbia, par- 
ticularly on the eastern end of the 
closed area. The closure was made 
originally shortly after Pearl Harbor 
when there was a definite threat that this 
coast might be invaded by strong Jap- 
anese task forces or a suicide raiding 
unit. 

At the present time with Japan well 
“fenced in” thousands of miles from 
this coast the industry feels that some 
relaxation of these restrictions might 
well be permitted in the interest of 
materially increasing a supply of essen- 
tial food. Appeals have been sent to the 
Western Defense Command of the U.S. 
Army by the packers, fishermen, the 
Washington Department of Fisheries, 
and the Oregon Fish Commission. 

The aid of the Federal Fish & Wild 
Life Department has also been sought in 
the matter. In 1944, the matter was 
taken up through the same channels 
with the result that some of the area at 
the western end of the original closed 
limits was reopened. However, this part 
is not susceptible to profitable fishing 
and it is the eastern end that the industry 
would like to see opened up. It is hoped 
that the army can see fit to change or 
modify the present installations in this 
area in a way commensurate with se- 
curity and at the same time restore at 
least some portion of this area for com- 
mercial and sports fishing. 





ALTOONA ITEMS 


Sarah Elizabeth Whitten, known as 
“Mother Bess” and “Grandma Bess” 
to the people of Altoona and vicinity, 
died at her home here March 20. Born 
in Ironton, Ohio in 1875 she had lived 
in Altoona for 46 years. She was sur- 
vived by four sons; William and Hugh 
of Altoona; Gene of Roseburg, and Pfc. 
Charles Whitten, U.S.A. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at Oswego, Oregon. 

Fair catches of salmon were caught 
opening night at Altoona. Nick Marin- 
covich with 1288 pounds, was high boat. 

Extensive repairs and renovations are 
underway at the cannery as it is being 
prepared for a busy season. 
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DEPOE BAY NEWS 


James Henricksen, formerly an em- 
ployee at Depoe Bay station, has been 
inducted for service and is now sta- 
tioned at Camp Roberts, Calif. He is 


with the infantry. 


Mrs. O. E. Davis received word from 
the War Department this morning that 
her husband O. E. Davis has been killed 
in action in Germany. He was with 
General Patton’s 3rd Army. O. E. Davis 
formerly fished for CRPA. Pvt. Davis 
left for overseas just before Christmas 
of 1944. 


J. O. Davenport delivered 68 pounds 
of halibut today. This is the first de- 
livery of halibut for the year here in 
Depoe Bay. 


George Osborne, a fisherman for 
CRPA has returned to Depoe Bay. He 
has been living in California for the 
winter. While down there he had an 


increase in his family, a son born Feb- 
ruary 1, 1945, 


Hermann Foland has been here in 
Depoe Bay for the last few days. He has 
been fishing out of Eureka this winter. 


Alice Johnston has returned to Depoe 
Bay after spending most of the winter in 
Portland. She is now working for CRPA, 
picking crab, 


Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Boston are the 
proud parents of a son born to them 
VE day. He weighed 8 lbs. 4 ozs. Mr. 
Boston was formally a fisherman for 


CRPA, fishing the boat ‘‘Manatee.”’ 


DEEP SEA DENIZEN 


£ 
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Top above: One view of 50 pound octopus 
with a “leg spread” of about eight feet 
caught off Astoria by the halibut gear of 
the boat “Snark,” Peter Peuhkurinen, 
skipper. Holding the ugly sea monster are, 
left to right J. Boltrucyk, Lena Mahala, 
Hazel Hemp, and R. Johnson. Below: 
Another view of the sea pussy showing 
head and body wings, held up by Hazel 
Hemp and Mildred Carpenter. 


VISITORS 


Visitors during the past month in- 
cluded R. G. Gifford, in charge of sales 
for all branch houses of Swift & Co. 
and Mr. E. H. Whitaker, Pacific Coast 
District Sales Manager. Following a visit 
to our local plants they expressed praise 
of the company’s facilities and process- 
ing plans. 





Arthur Jarrell, prominent distributor 
of frozen fish from Pittsburgh recently 
inspected CRPA operations here. 


-GILLNET 


FISHING ON COLUMBIA RIVER 











ELMORE NEWS NOTES 

The Elmore warehouse has just com- 
pleted installation of an automatic casing 
and sealing machine which is working 


very satisfactorily as to speeding up the 
operation and cutting costs. 


Charlie Fors, carpenter foreman, who 
underwent a major operation in a Port- 
land hospital has now returned to his 
home and expects to be back on the job 
again in about six weeks. 


Eldred Mittet, in charge of the Elmore 
oil room, is confined to St. Mary’s hos- 
pital for treatment. 


Mrs. Marguerite (Billy)) Bacon, whose 
husband is in the U. S. Navy, has ac- 
cepted a position as clerk in the Elmore 
warehouse. 


Frank Nelson, veteran Columbia gillnetter 
< with his net drifting. 


Chinook coming on board. > 


“Honking” the net in with the aid of 
automatic y power roller. 





< Salmon well on way into boat. 


Roller halted while Nelson untangles the 
fish which wrapped itself up in the net in 
its struggles after being gilled. > 


Columbia River gillnets are limited 
by law to a length of 250 fathoms or 
about 1500 feet. They are made of linen 
twine woven into a net ranging from 
61-inch mesh to 10 inches. The nets 
are made in various types, the principal 
ones being floater and diver nets. The 
floater nets ride on the surface supported 
by a line of “corks” or wooden floats 
with the net held in a vertical position 
by a lead line attached to the bottom. 
The diver net is leaded heavily enough 
to pull the floats under the surface and 
let the net sweep along the bottom of 
the river. Some nets are trammeled or 
have several curtains of web instead of 
a single web. 

The nets are paid out of the boat and 
permitted to drift with the current. 
Fishing is done at night or in the day 
when the water is muddy as the gillnet 
cannot fish if the salmon can see the 
web. In ordinary practice the salmon 
strike the net and push their heads 
through. They then struggle forward 
for a time and then try to back out but 
the net twine catches in their gills and 
holds them securely. In that position 
the fish quickly suffocate. 





: Pa OES 
Weather hampers 


fish production 


Salmon production for the first 20 
days of the summer season was better 
than in 1943, but still below normal. 
Clam production halted almost entirely 
as seasonal endings closed the beaches. 
Old Man Weather was still the big 
factor in holding down bottom fish and 
crab production. Trip reports indicate 
that there are plenty of fish and plenty 
of crab but weather conditions have 
made the trips few and far between. 
The salmon fishing on the Columbia 
was closed May 20, and will continue 
closed to June 10, when gear will go 
back in the river until August 25. 
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FLAKES 


Tom Martin from Altoona Cannery 
visited Elmore, Monday, May 7, studying 
our tuna equipment installation. 


Albert E. Lokan, U.S.N., Sl-c, an old 
employee of CRPA, who worked on the 
tuna cooker, is now stationed at Corpus 
Christi, Texas, going to Aviation Radar 
Technical school. Mrs. Lokan will join 
him in the near future with their baby 
he has never seen. Mrs. Lokan is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Cran- 
dall, also employees here in our laundry 
at Elmore Cannery. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, originally from 
California paid Elmore a visit May 8th. 
Mr. Bentley built and equipped our 
cannery and was the first superintendent. 
His wife was floorlady over our tuna 
department for some time. 


In order to more efficiently handle 
the increasing volume of tuna fish, the 
tuna division of Elmore Cannery is in- 
creasing the size of their preparation 
room, installing a temperature con- 
trolled cooling room, adding one new 
precooker, and installing three more 
Pack-C-Lecters (mechanical fillers). 


Faithful to our good old CRPA., Bill 
Laakso of Elmore’s Receiving Depart- 
ment has been with our company 22 
consecutive years this month. 


ER — MORE PRODUCTION 








The installation of three new transformers at CRPA Cold Storage to operate added 
production machinery. 


FOREMAN 





CHINESE 
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MAKING 





NET 








Miriam Doyle, Secretary to the President. 





FISH RECEIVER 





William Laakso. 


Shipyard builds 
bait tanks for 
tuna fishermen 


Shipyard activity during the past two 
weeks has been concentrated upon the 
completion of the two new drag boats 
the Kiska and Swiftwater and on estab- 
lishing an in-line production of bait 
tanks for the tuna fleet this coming 
season. Progress is being made on this 
latter project with the man hours per 
tank being rapidly reduced under the 
careful scrutiny of Boll Wootton and 
Ade Lindstrom. The tanks are made of 
waterproof laminated plywood and are 
fastened with waterproof glue. They vary 
in size from 144 to 400 cubic feet ca- 
pacity. The screening is done on a plan 
patented by Columbia River Packers 
Association. Bait fishing is proving the 
answer to the early fall and later tuna 
fishing production and every boat that 
can hold a tank is looking forward to an 
operation of this type. 

The two draggers are about 70 per 
cent advanced and workmen are finish- 
ing the housing. Every effort will be 
made to have them ready for the coming 
tuna season. 

About ten boats have been up for 
major and minor repairs during the 
past two weeks and some progress is 
being made in cleaning up the repair 
list. Practically all boats stored during 
the winter in the yard are now in the 
water. 





HALIBUT STEAKS 





Trimming frozen halibut at CRPA’s cold 
storage preparatory to sawing into steaks. 
Army inspector in background is closely 
inspecting process. The halibut banks in 
Astoria area were recently opened to fish- 
ing. Receipts have been normal and should 
increase if the weather betters. 





Three Ilwaco type salmon trollers launched from CRPA Occident station and named 
after the three daughters of Frank Hoagland, CRPA’s Assistant Treasurer. Top — the 
three sponsors — from left to right: Marlys, Sheryl, and Darle Hoagland. 





TO ALASKA 


CRPA’s machine shop has been really 
depleted by Alaska departures. Among 
those going north have been Lyle 
Morris, Walter Kelms, Robert Wright, 
Sig Peterson, Vern Larson and Guy 


Nelson. Another machinist O. W. Hen- 


derson will leave soon for Nushagak 
and Jack Davis has entered the U. S. 
hospital at Walla Walla, Wash., for a 
year’s treatment. The machine shop 
crew has been cut to ten men. 
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Prospect dim for 
civilian salmon 
supply in 1945 


At this time we cannot estimate our 
spring pack of Columbia River Chinook 
salmon. However, production for the 
past few years does not offer very much 


optimism in respect to volume. The: 


season which opened on the river May 
Ist, will close May 20th, opening again 
June 11th. In view of season changes, it 
will be early July before our pack for 
domestic distribution becomes available. 
Following the inspection of Government 
lots, we do not anticipate making any 
allocations to the trade until at least the 
middle of August. With 80% of the 
salmon being requisitioned by the armed 
forces, we will follow our usual policy of 
making a fair distribution of our avail- 
able supply to the markets where we are 
now represented. 





CONSUMER PACKAGE 








CRPA’s 


frozen 
packed in 12 ounce friction top, litho- 
graphed tins. Unseasonable weather has 
lowered the production of this popular 
item. Specimen live crab below. 


Dungeness crab meat, 
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Ice from CRPA cold storage being un- 
loaded at Elmore Salmon Cannery from 
new power scow “The Golden Age.” “Ice 
and Fish” are as conjunctive as “Ham 


and Eggs.” 





Armed forces may 
take 25 per cent 
of 1945 tuna pack 


Advanced information, although not 
official, indicates the armed forces will 
require an equivalent of 25% of our 
1943 and 1944 average pack of albacore 
tune during the coming season. We have 
made ambitious plans for an increased 
pack by expansion of our ice making and 
storage facilities, increased freezer ca- 
pacity, and the addition of a number of 
large tuna clippers to the present fleet 
operating for our company. With any 
reasonable weather conditions, we are 
ready for another record pack of alba- 
core tuna. 





COVER PAGE 


The picture on our cover page of this 
issue shows M. T. Hoy, Astoria crab 
fisherman raising a copper ringed, wire 
netted crab pot from the ocean depths. 
The crabs enter a small tunnel on the 
far side of the pot attracted by the bait 
of clam concealed in the tightly wrapped 
wad of netting seen in the center of the 
pot. Once in they cannot find their way 
out. The pots are lowered to ocean floor, 
marked by buoys and left for varying 
periods until every crab in the vicinity 
has a chance to get in. They are 38 
inches in diameter. 








White smocked, gloved, and capped, women fillers place bright salmon slices in cans 
that later reach world markets. 


